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many as 40,000 inhabitants who not only carry the names of
Scottish clans, but arc steeped in Scottish tradition and lore.
In Ashevillc I was greeted by thousands of rugged mountaineers,
men of Scottish ancestry, who had descended from the Carolina
Mountains to make a Clansman's holiday.

I spent a week in what I still regard as the most sumptuous
and impressive hotel, the perfect guest house, which has ever
given me shelter. This is the Grove Park Inn, built throughout
of unhewn boulders and rock, timbered with giant logs and rafters
in all their native excellence. The enormous hall, supported
on unhewn rock, with a massive fireplace, in which were burning
six-foot logs, contains one of the finest organs in America, and
this was played every evening by a master musician. Let into the
walls of the reception rooms and bedrooms were hand-inscribed
paragraphs from the philosophies of Robert Burns, Emerson, and
other great thinkers. The doors and partitioning of all the rooms
were so designed that within one's own private room there is
the absolute silence of the mountains. I could gaze from my
windows across the Smoky Range, and experience all the im-
pressions that I was dwelling in a log cabin on an eminence
overlooking them.

The American knows how to make use of his open spaces.
Rich and poor alike on holidays go from their cities, either to the
rugged comfort of these inns, which is superlative of the best
provided in any of the capital cities of Europe or New York, or
join the magnificent standing summer camps provided by the
Educational Authorities. I visited one such, Ash-No-Ca. In
this I saw some of the flower of young American citizenship,
disporting itself in manly games and exercise, well controlled by
men of high principle and lofty motive, who are making some-
thing big pf American citizenship. Even the Scout Movement
in England has a great deal to learn from these camps with their
swimming pools and running tracks, tournaments and boyish
adventures of all kinds. In these respects America, with Germany,
still leads the world.

But as a whole my impression of that part of America which
I visited was of an astonishing unconscious hypocrisy. It appears
to the observer to be honeycombed with uplift societies, while
every movement and institution seems to be controlled by Big
Business. It is almost a tragedy that this polyglot nation,
possessed of such immeasurable potentiality for world good, is so
dominated by the material consideration in which the abstract